A reevaluation of the ambident reactivity of the guanine moiety towards hydroxyl radicals.
Radically different: Contrary to previous proposals, the main reaction of the HO(*) radical with guanosine or 2'-deoxyguanosine is the hydrogen abstraction from the NH(2) moiety to give a guanyl radical. This radical, characterized by a broad band in the visible region (around 610 nm), undergoes tautomerization to the most stable isomer.